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Comprehensive Provenance Analysis of Pottery: Methods and Practices
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Abstract: Petrography and chemical composition analysis are the conventional methods for analyzing
the provenance of archaeological pottery in Europe and America, each having its advantages and disadvan-
tages. The comprehensive method combining the two methods can make up for the drawbacks of each single
method. Special attention, however, is required in questions setting and specimen selection of the compre-
hensive analysis process. The comprehensive analysis, which combines micro examination of the technology
and composition and macro investigation of the natural, archaeological backgrounds, provides a unique re-
search paradigm for studying the pottery industry in ancient China.

Key words: pottery; petrographic analysis; chemical composition analysis; function; disadvantage;
comprehensive provenance analysis
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