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A New Discussion on the Creation and Circulation of the Chinese Term “Bowuyuan”:

Also on Issues of E-Textual Research
LI Fei

(History Department of Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510275; Shenzhen Museum,
Shenzhen, Guangdong, 518026)

Abstract: The first appearance of the Chinese term “bowuyuan” known to date was in the book Meilige
heshengguo zhiliie published in 1838, which was three years earlier than the use of “bowuguan” in Sizhou-
zhi. Textual analysis shows that the term “bowuyuan” (museum) in the book may refers to the Academy of
Natural Sciences Museum of Philadelphia, which was opened in 1828, marking the commencement of muse-
um—based natural history studies in America. The historical documents about early museums of China are
scattered. It is inadvisable to draw conclusions from reading and interpreting the documents achieved from
internet database solo by their literal superficial meanings without putting them back to their original con-
texts.

Key words: bowuyuan; bowuguan; Meilige heshengguo zhiliie; Elijah Coleman Bridgman; history of the

museum





