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Exploring the Civilization Origins, Tracing the History:
An Interview with Mr. Li Bogian
LI Bo—qian' LIN Liu-gen’

(1. School of Archaeology and Museology of Peking University, Beijing, 100871;
2. Nanjing Museum, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210016)

Abstract: After nearly one hundred years of development, Chinese archaeology has gained consider-
able achievements in both theory and practice. According to Mr. Li Boqian, a renowned archaeologist in Chi-
na, it is essential to form three cognitive systems by linking archaeology to historical documents studies and
sociology in doing archaeological research and to combine area studies and long—term analyses in studying
archaeological cultures focusing on the spiritual connotations of archaeological remains, so as to achieve a
more thorough investigation and understanding of ancient societies. Regarding research methodology, Mr. Li
suggests to employ analytic methods from stratigraphy, typology, and cultural elements studies. Li further
contends that the employment of stratigraphy shall be combined with taphonomy and that cultural elements
analyses are bridges linking archaeology to history studies. With regard to the Shang—Zhou archaeology in Ji-
angsu province, Li points out it is important to focus on the Xuhuaiyi Culture of the northern Jiangsu and the
Wu Culture of the southern Jiangsu. Li also signalizes the importance to balance archaeology and heritage
preservation in order to realize the significant role that archaeology is supposed to play as a people’s cause.

Key words: archaeology; area study and long—term analysis; spiritual archaeology; cultural elements
analysis; the Xia—Shang—Zhou Chronology Project; the Origins of Chinese Civilization Project; Xuhuaiyi Cul-

ture; Wu Culture; stratigraphy; taphonomy; heritage preservation; Li Boqgian





