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Current Situation and Development Strategy of Museum and

Heritage Education in Chinese Universities
ZHANG Yu

(Institute of Literature, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai, 200235)

Abstract: The rapid development of cultural heritage work in China calls for a large number of innova-
tive and practical talents. However, the talent gap is still huge, the specialization level is low, and people
with applied knowledge, technical skills, and interdisciplinary competency are highly demanded. Talents
training has become a primary issue for the healthy development of the country’ s museum and heritage
cause while colleges and universities are the key players of it. At present, more than 90 colleges and univer-
sities in China have offered majors in archaeology, museology and cultural heritage at undergraduate and
graduate training stages, and other 30 colleges and universities have educational programs related to art his-
tory, science and technology history and architecture. Issues such as few specializations, low academic sta-
tus, lagged theoretical research, unproperly designed curriculum, incompetent practicum provision, difficult
hiring of out—of—school instructors, insufficient funding, deficiency in interdisciplinary education, and limi-
ted vocational training are still seen, leading to the disconnection between higher education and career re-
quirements. Therefore, it is urgent to strengthen the education of research and practical talents in museology,
cultural heritage, and conservation specialties guided by vocational needs.
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