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From Knowledge, Technology to Intellectual Tradition: A Discourse Analysis of
Exhibitions with Intangible Cultural Heritage Theme
GUAN Xin

(National Centre of Chinese Traditional Culture, Beijing, 100101)

Abstract: Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) has been a popular theme for museum exhibitions. After
years of development, the ICH—themed exhibition has formed a stereotyped narrative pattern and tends to be
homogenous. This situation reflects the industry’s norm against the background of the competition of multi-
ple discourses, and the limits that ICH, as a cultural heritage administration discourse, should have. To cu-
rate an ICH exhibition, a museum should resonate with the development trends of New Museology that puts
an emphasis on pluralism, interaction and interpretation, pay attention to changes and transformation of ICH
practices, avoid self—consistency of the connection between ICH discourse and industry habitus, and return
reflectively to the museum’s intellectual tradition of diverse voices, so as to explore the potentials of the as-
sociation between ICH and exhibitions.

Key words: museum; Intangible Cultural Heritage; exhibition, discourse; intellectual tradition
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