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Zhang Jian’s Museum Thoughts and University Museums of Today
HUANG Yang' ZHAO Luo’

(1. Department of Cultural Heritage and Museology, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210023;
2. Shanghai Cultural Heritage Conservation and Research Center, Shanghai, 200031)

Abstract: The Nantong Museum founded by Zhang Jian is one of the earliest university museums in
China. It aimed to primarily assist the teaching at Tongzhou Normal School, and to serve teachers and stu-
dents from other schools as well as society. Zhang Jian advocated a “gradual” construction of the museum
and a comprehensive acquisition of collections. He also emphasized on the conservation of the collections
and maintenance of the facilities for the sustainable development of the museum. His museum thoughts are
helpful in solving the problems that today’s university museums are facing. Having a world—class university
museum is a powerful driving force for building a “double—first—class” university. University museums shall
have a clearly set orientation and mission to primarily serve the teaching and research of the universities
they are affiliated with, adopt innovative ways for publicizing, and integrate available resources to provide
public services.

Key words: museum construction ; Zhang Jian; Nantong Museum; school education; university museums;

public service
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