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Curating Large—Scale Special Exhibitions in Museums in China: An Interview with
Director Gong Liang with Nanjing Museum as A Case
GONG Liang MAO Ying

(Nanjing Museum, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210016)

Abstract: This century has seen great advancing of large—scaled special exhibitions developed in muse-
ums in China. Mr. Gong Liang, Director of Nanjing Museum, points out that as cultural products developed
by the museum aiming to provide the public with better cultural services, large—scale exhibitions indicate
the institution’s vigor and promote its sustainable development. Museums should perfect their collection sys-
tem based on the institution’s mission and its strengths in collection, so as to select themes and make plans
for exhibitions to be curated. Universities and colleges should adjust their curriculum in museum studies
with audience research and audience service in mind. The Board of Directors system, which has been prac-
ticed as a trial implementation in China, will help museums to provide the public with cultural service of
higher quality and meet their higher levels of spiritual and cultural demands. In recent years, Nanjing Muse-
um has advocated the curator—in—charge practice encouraging the curation of large—scale exhibition; the con-
nections between the displayed objects are focused. The Pharaoh and Kings exhibition opened in 2016 is
one of Nanjing Museum’s initiatives to provide quality product — the exhibition itself has become a creative
product of culture — for the public by charging a low admission fee to cover the cost rather than using the
government funding, which may form a successful model to follow for other museums in China.
museum exhibitions;

Key words: large—scale special exhibitions; curator—in—charge; Nanjing Muse-

um; the!Phardols and Kingslexhibition;, Gong Lliang





