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From the Forbidden City to the Palace Museum:
An Interview with Director Shan Jixiang
SHAN Ji—xiang' MAO Ying’

(1. The Palace Museum, Beijing, 100009; 2. Nanjing Museum, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210016)

Abstract: The transformation from an imperial palace to a museum cannot be completed without it be-
ing open to the public, promoting culture, serving the society and social development, and performing duties
and functions as a museum, which requires a transitional period of time. According to Shan Jixiang, Director
of the Palace Museum, over its past development of more than ninety years, the Palace museum has strength-
ened the restoration and conservation work on the architectures and their surroundings, examined its collec-
tions, expanded the opening area, created new exhibition spaces, developed a variety of exhibitions with mul-
tiple methods, increased digital initiatives, placed more focus on scientific research, improved visitor ser-
vice, and developed the creative industry; it is performing duties and functions as a museum, indicating the
transformation from an imperial palace to a museum has been realized; the Palace Museum is marching to-
ward a world—class museum.

Key words: the museum; the Forbidden City; the Palace Museum; the integrated restoration and con-
servation project of the Palace Museum; the Safe Palace Museum Project; the Digital Palace Museum; Shan

Jixiang





